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THE CHOICE 


‘THE upshot of two remarkable 

articles in The Times on “Ger- 
man Economy and the War,” to which 
extended reference was made in last | 
week’s Commentary, is that the idea | 
of detaching the German pepole from | 
Hitler is chimerical. Under the Nazi | 
regime the German worker has been | 
already given economic security and | 
a standard of living which apparently | 
exceeds that enjoyed by the workers | 
in any other country; and though the | 
writer indicates his belief that Nazi | 
finance is unsound, he is at pains to 
insist that the benefits to the worker 
are real and substantial. And one | 
may well ask whether German fin- | 
ance at the present time is any less 
“sound” than our own. 
capitalist conception of “sound” fin- | 
ance appears to be obsolete in so far 
as the operations of a modern State 
are concerned. 

However that may be, the point is 
that it is folly to expect a revolt of 
the German workers against Hitler. 
In his first article the writer insists, 
with equal forthrightness, that it is 
no less folly to expect a revolt from 
the German industrialist. 
as a man of business, is more than 
content. 
the German nation is solidly behind 
the Nazi régime. 

It is of great importance that the 
liberal and peace-minded people of 
Britain should accept this as a datum 
—an axiom of all their political 
thinking. It bears directly upon the 
question of peace. It sets squarely 
before them the fact that there are 
but two alternatives. The one is to 
continue the struggle to the bitter 
end as a struggle to the death be- 
tween two great nations totally or- 
ganized for war—a struggle of which 
the issue is highly doubtful, and 
wherein it is more than merely con- | 
eeivable that the convenient assump- | 
tion that time is on the British’ 
side is not true at all. It is 
more than merely conceivable that, 
if the war is prolonged for years, 
the German “new order” in Europe, 
will become more and’ more a 
going concern; and that Hitler 
will succeed in his purpose, 
The Times writer startlingly defines 
as to create a European economic 
order which will 


result of the 
that 


the 
implications of 


whatever 
The 


tinue, 
war.” 


statement are overwhelming to the} 


reflective mind; and they surely ne- 
ecessitate a revolution in British 
policy, and British propaganda: 

The other alternative is that Bri- 
tain shall make up its mind to seek 
peace with the Germany that actually 
exists, and give up once for all the 


| arise in their troubled minds: 
The whole} 


He also, | 


For all practical purposes | 


which | 


make trade with | 
Germany so advantageous that all! 
European countries will want to con-| 


dream of making peace, after victory, 
with a Germany that does not exist, 
and so far as human foresight can dis- 
cern, will never exist. As we pointed 
out in “Outlines of Peace,” Britain is 
not devoid, at the present time, of a 
mighty bargaining power. That is 
a mean and unworthy way of putting 
what Britain can do. Britain is still 
ina position to make a great gesture 
and a positive cor:tribution toward 
the creation of a new world. She 
can, with America, declare her wil- 
lingness to collaborate with Germany 
in the construction of a new econo- 
mic world-order; and she has some- 
thing of consequence and substance 
to “put in the kitty.” 

No doubt the enterprise of such 
peace-making would be as arduous as 
it would be noble. For a peace-con- 
ference with so tremendous a respon- 
sibility and so magnificent a purpose 
there would be no precedent in his- 
tory. By proposing it, Britain would 
take the wind out of the moral sails 
of Germany. That may appear a 
mean motive. But rivalry in the 
effort .to do the stricken and riven 
world a great good is of a totally 


different order from the attempt to! 


steal a march upon an enemy. 


N the midst of the unlimited 


human suffering brought about 


by this trazic war, thoughtful people must occasionally ask 

themselves the question: “How is it all going to end?” 

Bewildered and confused by the propaganda cries, the distortions of fact, 
the, misrepresentations, half-truths and downright lies, which are presented 


as “news”, they try to peer through the ever-thickening fog into the future 
in an effort to catch a vague glimpse of that “better world” hereafter, which 


they have been promised so often. 


And the question must inevitably 
“What 
will be the price in human life and 
suffering, in misery, starvation, and 
moral degradation, which several 
years of this unspeakable barbarity 
will exact?” 

Appalled by the horrifying pros- 
pect, these people will begin to ask 
themselves whether there is no alter- 
native to an indefinite continuation 
of this struggle between whole popu- 
lations, totally mobilized for their 
mutual starvation and destruction? 
For that is what war has come to 
mean. 

THE ALTERNATIVE 

The alternative which presents it- 
self, and which offers the only pos- 
sible hope of salvaging some sort of 
tolerable life from the wreckage for 
the peonle of Europe, is a negotiated 
peace—NOW. 

The arguments which are advanced 
by our leaders against any sugges- 
tion of a negotiated peace are many 
and varied, but they can be met and 
defeated by the arguments, based 
upon human decency and common 
sense, which the supporters of such 
a peace have at their command. 

It is a matter of great regret that 
our present Government should ap- 
pear to regard the very word “Peace” 
as something to be avoided, or as a 


| term of derision; and an added duty 


therefore devolves upon those think- 
ing members of the community who 
endeavour to maintain some contact 
with the truth to keep before the con- 
sciousness of the people the fact that 
there is an alternative to this per- 
peutal slaughter, and that it does not 
involve an abject surrender to Hitler 
or anyone else. 
* 


is the fashion of the 
hour—leave aside all questions 
of morality and human decency, and 
examine the possibility and desir- 
ability of a negotiated peace now 
purely in the light of common sense 
and reasoning. 

The main arguments against any 
consideration of peace now may be 
tabulated as follows:— 


(1) An indefinite conclusion to the war 
would only lead to its breaking out again 


The Bond of 
Union 


THIS week I regret to report a 

catastrophic slump in the Fight- 
ing Fund. A bare £18 17s. 7d. haa 
been received, making the total 
£1,594 12s. 4d. 

These are times when the import- 
ance of a free press, and the dangers 
that menace it, are equally self- 
evident: and the immediate, as dis- 
tinct from the ultimate, objective of 
the Fund is to strengthen our journal 
in the face of danger. “Peace News”, 
owing to circumstances, has become 
the chief bond of union in the move- 
ment. 

So please do your utmost—and do 
it steadily—to safeguard it. 

THE EDITOR 

Please make all cheques, PGs and money 

orders payable ‘to Pence News Ltd and 

crossed ‘‘n /e Payee’’, and address them 
to the Accountant, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road. Tondon. N.4. 


* * Our Spring Campaign, by John 
* W. Cowling.—Back page 
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——— asks ——— 


LEONARD RICHARDS 


in a few years time. Decisive and out- 
right victory is the only guarantee of a 
peaceful world in the future. 

Hitler’s word cannot be trusted. 


The Germans would only use the time 


thus gained further to strengthen their 
armaments for an even greater attempt 
at world domination and the overthrow 
of this country. 


These arguments do not cover the 
whole field of opposition, but they are 
the chief ones, and if they can be 
successfully overcome, we are well 
on the way to proving that a peace is 
possible now. 


LESSON OF 1918 

The first of these arguments is the 
most frequently advanced, and it is 
a matter of some amazement that in- 
telligent men—aor at all events, men 
in positions of responsibility—should 
be capable of such reasoning (or lack 
of it) with the lesson of 1918 still 
fresh in memory. Then, as everyone 
knows, we achieved the decisive and 
overwhelming victory which is now 
demanded as an essential foundation 
of future world peace; and yet in 
twenty years the same futile slaugh- 
ter has started all over again. That 
surely is enough to dispel the fantas- 
tic notion that decisive victory can 
or will produce a lasting peace. That 
politicians can still be found to pro- 
pound that view is an illuminating 
commentary on the workings of their 
minds. They have learnt nothing 
and forgotten everything. 

Since, from previous experience, a 
decisive victory produces another war 
within a few years, and since—ac- 
cording to popular argument — a 
negotiated peace has equally dis- 
astrous results, the outlook for hu- 
manity is grim indeed. 

However, what must not be for- 
gotten is the fact that a negotiated 
peace has not yet been tried. Why 
not try it? Its results could not be 
worse than the tragic sequel to 1918, 
and there exists the possibility that 
they might be better. We have then, 
nothing to lose and everything to 
gain. At the worst, the deaths of 
millions of people would be post- 
poned for a few years, and perhaps 
indefinitely. 

Surely, in the name of reason (if 
there is any reason at all left in this 
world) if there exists a_ possible 
chance—however remote—of stopping 
this devil’s race to perdition, it should 
be taken now? 

* 


JFFEw people will disagree with the 

second argument. Of course 
Hitler’s word cannot be trusted. But 
in view of their experiences in 1918 
and the years following, it may be 
contended that neither would the 
German people be disposed to trust 
the word of the British Government. 
However, that is not the point. What 
is the point is the fact that no one 
would be so foolish as to imagine 
that a durable peace could be based 
solely upon the integrity of the word 
of any single individual—Hitler | or 
anyone else. 

A just basis of agreement between 
both sides would have the moral 
support of the whole world, and 
would of necessitv be guaranteed by 
the great non-belligerent Powers, the 
United States and Russia. 


aie 


I think we can here deal with the 
third argument as well, as it follows 
automatically upon the second. 

MUTUAL DISARMAMENT 

Presuming that a reasonable basis 
of agreement could be found between 
both sides, it would of necessity con- 
tain provisions for progressive mu- 
tual disarmament, guaranteed by in- 
ternational commissions. By this 
means it would be quite impossible 
for Germany to steal’a march on this 
country by continuing to make secret 
preparations for a further assault, 
even supposing that she desired to 
do so. It may here be argued that 
Germany is hardly likely ever to find 
herself better strategically placed 
than she is now for an attack on this 
country. 

Thus, any peace signed between 
this country and Germany would not 
depend merely upon Hitler’s word. 

(Continued on back page.) 


Commentary 


Food - Situation in 
France 


Kdited by “Observer” 


TPHE latest report, at the moment 

of writing is that “Britain 
has made clear to the USA that 
she is not opposed to food being 
sent to Vichy France provided ade- 
quate guarantees are received that 
the supplies will not reach the Ger- 
mans” (Reynolds, March 16). The 
adequate guarantees are described as 
“American or other neutral super- 
vision.” 

At other times such a_ condition 
might have been wounding to the sen- 
sitive “amour propre” of France; but 
evidently the French food-situation 
is too desperate for that: for the 
French Ambassador in Washington is 
reported as saying: “We are willing 
to accept full control of the shipment 
by the Americans.” It is further un- 
derstood that Admiral Leahy, US 
Ambassador to France, has expressed 
his willingness to supervise plans for 
the distribution of the supplies. Ob- 
viously, he could have taken this step 
only with the full approval of the 
American Government. 

So that, in spite of all the big-stick, 
there appears to be some solid ground 
for hope that unoccupied France at 
least will be fed by America. Thank 
God! But it is only fair to add, in 
justification of British reluctance, 
that the New Statesman declares (on 
what authority I know not) that “it 
is certain that of the supplies Britain 
now allows to enter Marseilles, more 
than half have been shipped to 
Germany.” 


Lend. Lease, and Repay 
A CORRESPONDENT has drawn 


my attention to the following 


comment in the Daily Telegraph 
(March 10) on the Lend-and-Lease 
Bill. 

Moreover, the Bill does not sanction out- 
right gifts of arms. All will have to be 
paid for in some way in the future. 
Payment may be made in raw materials, 
or services, or possibly even in guarantees 
that when peace comes a certain import 
percentage of American farm produce will 
be guaranteed. 


If there is any substance in the last 
suggestion, as my correspondent says. 
“it looks as though the farmer will 
get the same raw deal as after the 
last war.” It is one of the innumer- 
able instances in which the structure 
of British society may be determined 
by opportunist war-time decisions. 
On the other hand, the Lend-and- 
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Lease Bill—if we rightly interpret it 
as providing for repayment in kind— 
may introduce an element of stability 
into the post-war situation. It is 
pretty grim to think of British indus- 
try turning out munitions of war for 
America; but it is probably better 
that it should produce them than pro- 
duce nothing at all. 


Nazification 


But that ugly consolation is at- 
tended by graver dangers. _ If 
the war-munitions industry is to be 
the one assured of continuity, the 
effect of the measures now proposed 
for the concentration of industry in 
the direction of securing capitalist 
control of industry while regimenting 
the worker will be even more serious 
than already appears. And it is seri- 
ous_enough. As things are the stage 
is set (as I have pointed out) for the 
Nazification of British industry: not, 
as the Communists assert, through a 
sinister conspiracy, but simply _be- 
cause British industry is being com- 
pelled to a drastic re-organization 
along the line of least resistance. 


If the workman is to be forced to serve 
in a particular factory, whether he likes 
it or not, the factory in which he is to 
serve must belong to the State. To compel 
him to serve the private capitalist is— 
Nazism, and nothing else. It is the ser- 
vile State: it connotes the victory of that 


very system we are warring against. (New 
Statesman, March 15.) 
That is substantially true. But to 


show in what complete confusion 
men’s minds are, I have only to refer 
to Lerd Rotherwick’s recent remark 
that if the Government ships were 
not handed back to the private capi- 
talist, that would be the victory of 
the system we are fighting against 
(See Commentary, March 7.) 


“National Socialism” 


O Lord Rotherwick, the German system is 

the abolition of private capitalism, to the 
New Statesman it is the perpetuation of it. The 
fact is that neither of these contradictory pro- 
positions is true. Private capitalism is no longer 
private capitalism under the German system; 
neither is socialism socialism. The German 
system is a new and surprising combination 
of the two principles formerly supposed ta be 
mutually exclusive. And the chances are 
heavy—pretty nigh all Lombard Street to a 
china orange—that the economy of Britain will 
evolve in the same way. 


And people who still write to me protesting 


against my belief that Britain will go Na- | 


tional Socialist have simply failed to under- 
stand my meaning. I am not asserting that 
the Gestapo is coming here, or that we are 
going to eradicate the Jews. I am merely 
asserting that the fundamental economic sys- 
tem of our society will probably be the same 
as that of Germany. I think that National 
Socialism is much the most appropriate name 
for this. 


Equality of Sacrifice 


HERE is no sign that the Labour Party 

recognizes the danger; and not much evi- 
dence that it could avert it if it did. But as 
things are the representatives of Labour are 
simply walking into the spider's parlour. The 
issue was, theoretically, simple. They ought 
never to have consented to the conscription 
of labour except on the clear understanding 
that capital was to be conscripted also. 

To carry out that principle of reciprocal sac- 
rifice would not have been easy. The simul- 
taneous conscription of labour and capital is 
eminently a thing much easicr to talk about 
than to perform; and there is not much doubt 
that any effort to perform it would have split 
the country. 

But the cost of postponing the issue is likely 


ta be ruinous. It is likely to include the de 
mise of democratic government in Britain. For 


unless o fundamental agreement on thia basic , 


issue has been reached, it is mere foolishness 
to hope for a united Britain after the war. 
The political convulsions within the country 
will be so grievous that the choice will prob- 
ably be between anarchy and dictatorship: 
and the idea entertained by so many prog?es- 
sives that Britain will be able to lead and 
educate the Continent back to democracy wil} 
be revealed as entirely futile. 


The Class-War 


TE cannot exorcise the class-war the way 
we are going. We are merely ensuring 


\ 


the daemonic forces which will produce dis- 


ruption. 


Public-Spirited Protests 


R. VAUGHAN-WILLIAMS, the  distin- 

guished composer, has been the first to 
take the action suggested in protest against 
the political discrimination now being prac- 
tised by the BBC. Specifically in reply to the 
BBC ban on the musical work of Dr. Alan 
Bush, a signatory to the People’s Convention, 
Dr. Vaughan-Williams has withdrawn a new 
choral work which had been commissioned by 
the BBC and returned his fee; he has also 
requested the return of all his manuscript 
scores. 

In his letter to the Director-General he said: 
“So far as I know Dr. Bush's political views, 
I am strongly opposed to them. Nevertheless, 
I wish to protest against this victimization 
of private opinion in the only way possible 
to me.” I congratulate Dr. Vaughan-Williams 
on his public-spirited action. 

Congratulations, too, to E. M. Forster, who 
later (at the protest meeting held by the 
National Council for Civil Liberties, on Mon- 
day) put the matter in a nutshell in the words: 
“We are not asking for freedom of speech at 
the microphone but freedom of speech awny 
from the microphone.” He himself quoted Dr. 
Vaughan-Williams’s letter and added: “I had 
got two broadcasts coming on: one of them 
this week to the Empire on a literary subject, 
and the other in a week or two in the Hin- 
dustani section. I am going to write and 
cancel both these broadcasts. It is easy for 
me to do this because, although I should like 
the money I can do without it. But I entreat 
you to consider those who have not got the 
money and cannot take up this independent 
line.” 


No Revision of Policy 


T is much too optimistic of “‘Cameronian”, 
_in Reynolds, to say that the policy of dis- 
crimination is in retreat, and that “if all who 
are for liberty strike now, the retreat will 
become a rout.” Neither the Government nor 


the BBC have yielded anything significant. In- 
deed, Mr. Duff Cooper, and the BBC in its 
statement of March 14, have definitely re- 


affirmed the totalitarian policy: 

; Tt has been the policy of the BBC not to 
invite to the microphone persons who have 
taken part in the public agitation against 
the national war-effort. I see no reason 
why the Government should be asked to re 
vise this policy. 

All that Mr. Duff Cooper has conceded so 
far, is that some of the BBC artists who 
attended the People’s Convention ‘did 50 with- 
out any reprehensible motive’—which means, 
I presume, that they did so without intending 
to take part in public agitation against the 


national war-effort. That concedes litttie that 


LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


HE preaching of the Crusades 

(the greatest blunder, and also 
"~~ the greatest failure, in Chris- 
tian history) bound the Church to an 
approval of war which has corrupted 
her teaching and her moral sense ever 
since. And though Christians did 
not ascribe divine power to those 


| things in which they now put their 


trust, or call them gods, they handed 
over those most un-Christlike me- 
thods of salvation to God himself, in- 
voking upon them his blessing, and 
so, by mixing his attributes, made of 


‘him a mixed God—a rival to himself, 


partly tribal, partly universal. 

So, throughout the Middle Ages, 
you find a setting-up of institutions 
and systems countenanced by Chris- 
tian authority as though they were 
the authorized expression ot God’s 
way for bringing his Kingdom upon 
earth—things contrary to the mind 
of Christ: slavery, war, persecution, 
judicial torture. Under cover of 
these worldly negations of Christ's 
teaching the world moved on to 
power—power divided into rival na- 


; tions, which, as they grew stronger 


and stronger, claimed more and more 
the blind allegiance of the people. 
As these claims increased, the tes- 
timony of the nations to the pure, 
unadulterated teaching of Christ 
weakened. The Churches became 


!more and more the servants of Cae- 


that its outbreak in the future will be devas- ; 


tating in its severity. The notion that we can 
safely postpone the decision on the crucial 
issue of our time under the facade of unity 


for war is a_ delusian. Unity for war 
is a spurious and delusive unity for a 
capitalist society in the condition of Bri- 


tain; it consists essentially in projecting on 
to the enemy the incurable internal division 
at home. You forget your fatal disease by 
getting drunk. 


And the visible sign of this intolerable para- 
dox appears in the nature of the argument— 
pragmatically quite convincing—by which the 
revolutionary change in our property-system is 
postponed. It would split the country. True. 
it would. But what would split the country? 
The demand that property should be as freely 
sacrificed as the lives and happiners of men. 
If that demand would split the country, it 
shows how superficia], how ungrounded in any 
real depth of moral purpose, is national unity 
for war. It pretends to ereate a community; 
and beneath this pretence it accumulates all 


sar—the State—with the result that 
now we see emerging from that ser- 
vility and submission of men’s con- 
sciences to the secular power a new 
rival religion—Nationalism, a_ reli- 
gion which brings with it a system 
of rival gods—each nation a god to 
be judged only by itself—with war 
as the first article of its belief. 


RIVAL RELIGIONS 


The great question before us is, 
are we going to allow the religion of 
Nationalism (“my country right or 
wrong”, and “the State can do no 
wrong’’), to conquer and extermin- 
ate Christianity? In everything ex- 
cept name the nation has become a 
god, but its worshippers still persist 
in calling themselves ‘‘Christians”, 
and invoke Christ’s name when they 
do the most un-Christlike things. 

Allying itself to Caesar, institu- 
tional Christianity appropriated and 
applied to its anti-Christian activities 


. . 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


is substantial. The law remains; and the BBC 
is merely asked to reconsider ity verdict that 


‘certain artists have offended against it. 


“Reconsideration” 


AA EANWHILE, in the Commons on March 
ivi 12, it was stated that the BBC has been 
asked to reconsider its decision in the case 
of artists who supported or attended the 
People’s Convention. Various statements of 
principle were made by Mr. Duff Cooper: 
Everybody has the right of free speech, 
but not everybody has a right to expect the 
privilege of exercising free speech through 
the BBC. 


That is not unreasonable so far as the 
BBC is concerned: though it is an obvious 
exaggeration to say that everybudy hag the 
right of free speech today. Again, 

It is no business of the BBC to ascertain 
what are the private opinions of artists. 
But when artists, apart from their artistic 
activities, take an active part in public agita- 
tions, they must not expect to be given the 
great privilege—for it is a privilege, and not 
a right—of being employed by the BBC. 
This dictum deals with an entirely different 

question from the former; and it is, as it 
stands. quite unsatisfactory. The implication 
is that so long as artists keep their heterodox 
poliical opinions to themselves, they may be 
employed by the BBC; but if they utter them 
publicly, they will not be employed. In other 
words, a condition of being employed by the 
BBC as an artist is that the artist must for- 
feit his rights as a citizen. And that, I sub- 
mit, is intolerable; and the situation is not 
amended by the “reconsideration” of the dis- 
missal of certain artists who supported the 
People’s Convention. It is tantamount to tell- 
ing them that they will be forgiven this time, 
but they must not offend again. 


Bertrand Russell 


ERTRAND RUSSELL has an article re- 

printed in the News Chronicle (March 13) 
on ‘‘Why I support the war’, which I find 
distinctly puzzling. It might have been written 
by the late Mr. Neville Chamberlain himself, 
for there is no indication in the article that 
Bertrand Russel! was ever a pacifist in any 
other sense than Mr. Chamberlain. 


Down to and including the time of Munich, 
mf supported the policy of conciliation. In 
this I was in agreement with the majority 
of my country-men. I went further than 
the majority in betieving that war should, 
at this moment in history, be avoided, how- 
ever great the provocation. 

That is all. But if that was all that Bert- 
rand Russell believed, I am puzzled to know 
how he came to sign the Peace Pledge. Some 
may feel that it is perhaps a no more puzzling 
case than that of other eminent “pacifista”’ 
who have changed their views; but I have 


Rival 


and instruments of power the symbol 
of Christ, and on its banners of war, 
on the coats of its soldiers, and in 
the very design of its sword-hilts, it 
used the Cross, of which all these 
things were a contradiction. 

It does so to this day. Our 
churches and cathedrals are littered 
with war-trophies on which are in- 
scribed the names of many unjust 
wars; and these trophies we revere 
and hold sacred. 

In that practice of false worship, 
have Christians forgotten how, on the 
night of Christ’s agony, a great mul- 
titude came out “with swords and 
staves to take him”, and how, to the 
one (their guide and leader) who 
came forward and kissed him, Christ 
said, “Betrayest thou the son of man 
with a kiss?” We call the man who 
did it “the Betrayer’. That same 
betrayal has been repeated by Chris- 
tendom all down the ages. 

It has come to him with its swords 
and its staves, and (striving to iden- 
tify him with the very instraments 
which are the negation of his teach- 
ing and the barriers to the coming 
of his Kingdom), has betrayed him 
with a kiss. It thrusts them into his 
hands, and crowns him their king, 
and, blindfolding his eyes, bows it- 
self before him in lying worship, hail- 
ing him as king—not of his King- 
dom but of theirs. Unless it cleans 
itself of that double-faced heresy, it 
is heading for destruction. If the 
Churches _ continue to countenance 
war, Christianity, grievously dam- 
aged by its complaisant attitude in 
the past, can hardly hope to survive: 
and if it dies, in the false form Na- 
tionalism has given to it, it will de- 
serve to die. 


WHY GLORY IN IT? 


For though (because of our in- 
firmity of purpose and our feebleness 
of faith) we have accepted war as a 
horrible necessity, why have we 
glorified it, and made it the crown- 
ing point of our history, of our na- 
tional pride and honour, as we do? 

Of course, we know partly why. 
The courage, the comradeship, the 


always respected the lucidity of Bertrand Rus- 
sell’s mind. And I am left wondering what. 
the act of declaring ‘Il renounce war; and I 
will never support or sanction another’ meant 
for him. I know what it meant for me-- 
three months’ preliminary agony of soul. 


An Opposition Emerging? 


peers in the forty names attached to 
the motion deploring discrimination on 
political grounds we can gee the beginnings of 
an official opposition in the House of Commons. 
It is high time there was one. Only those 
who happened to hear the tone in which Mr. 
Churchill made his recent remark: “If a suf- 
ficient body of gentlemen constituted them- 
selves an opposition they could be definitely 
recognized aa such and we should know who 
and where they were’, can know whether it 
was an invitation or a challenge, or a crack 
of the whip. 

But there is no doubt that the Commons 
eannot function effectively without an opposi- 
tion; and if there is not a sufficient body of 
members to be genuinely and radically critical 
of the Government—united for example in a 
common determination to “defend democracy” 
at home—we may as well acknowledge that 


the spirit has departed from the greatest of 
our democratic institutions. 


“New” Men Wanted 


D* L. P. JACKS'S little book Construction 
No~ (Dakers, 1s.) is well worth reading, 
even though it was written before the defeat 
of France. He at least has the courage to 
insist that Hitler “represents the appearance, 
on the field of world-politics of a new type 
of man”, and that in order to counteract his 
work we equally need a new type of man, 
capable of thinking in terms of a new world. 

Dr. Jacks sees no sign of his emergenee 
from our existing politicians. He says, how- 


ever that he could name a score of them 
off-hand —“thinkers, humanists, patriots, and 
citizens of che world.” I should like to have 
that list, in order to ask myself the question: 


What likelihoud ie there of any of them, or 
any combination of them, obtaining power? 


Four Freedoms 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT said in his 

speech of March 15 that the ultimate 
stakes in the struggle were four freedoms: 
freedom of speech and expression; freedom 
for every person to worship God in his own 
way; freedom from wrang; freedom from 
fear." We pacifists have no more to ask of 
the powers that be than that these freedoms 
should not be taken from us under the pretext 
of defending them. 


Gods—Il 


self-sacrifice which are displayed in 
wars, however unjust, however cruel, 
however useless in result, blind us 
to the evil which lies at the root of 
them; they are the Devil’s best bait 
to the pit whieh he has digged for us- 

Rut that is not all why. We 
glorify war because we believe too 
blindly in power, however question- 
able in our past history were the 
means by which we secured it. All 
nations believe in power, but try to 
compass it in contradictory ways. 
True power arises out of unity of 
purpose. unity of direction, unity of 
principle In tne methods we employ. 


But here we have a world so 
crammed with conflicting interests. 
so divided by rivalries, jealousy, 


hatred, suspicion, that it is produc- 
ing not strength but weakness: yet 
is producing it in terms of power! 


“POWER” THROUGH WAR 


See how persistently power has 
been the aim of governments and 
peoples, all declaring that they want 
peace, but still believing in war, 
manoeuvring for position with war as 
the final instrument in which they 
trust. All these governments, by em- 
ploying means contradictory to the 
mind of Christ, have made war more 
inevitable, failure to ensure peace 
more certain; yet when war comes 
they turn round and ask God’s bless- 
ing on their failures, and on their use 
of the contradictory means in which 
failure has landed them. 

And when they ask that blessing, 
their prayer should honestly be this: 
“Bless us, O God, who refuse to 
accept the Christian way, in the re- 
sults of our refusal. Make our me- 
thods thy methods, our weapons thy 
weapons. Let us teach thee the way 
of peace, for we know better than 
thou knowest how to bring thy King- 
dom upon earth.” 

We are faced by the old question 
asked three thousand years ago: 
“How 
opinions ? 
low him: but if Baal, 
him.” 


long halt ye between two 
If the Lord be God, fol- 
then follow 


March 21. 194] 


PEACE NEWS 


ROY WALKER asks 
What is Happening in the P.P.U.? 


In the first of his articles the 
writer expressed the view 
that the war had “lessened 
our faith in the goodness of 
the ordinary man and our 
confidence in the effectiveness 
of his individual decision’, 
which had “led to an exagge- 
rated emphasis on personal 
sanctity and on the imper- 
sonal forces which shape so- 
cial development”. He dealt 
with the former effect last 
week. 
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VT MUST now say something about 
+ the over-emphasis on the imper- 
sonal forces which help to shape 
society. Many pacifists maintain 
that unless the social system is 
changed completely, war is “inevit- 
able.” 

I no more believe this than I be- 
lieve in the extreme form of the 
argument about personal sanctity. 
Obviously it is not literally true. To 
assert that, given certain economic 
conditions, men must fight is to make 
nonsense of the Pledge, which em- 
phasizes the individual’s responsi- 
bility for his own decision. 

For instance, I doubtless am a sinner 
very much like other sinners. But I 
do not kill people; I can say with some 
confidence that, unless I give in under 
torture, it is highly improbable that I 
shall ever take part in war. Yet Iam 
as much involved in the social system 
of this country as any soldier. But I 
choose to believe that mass-murder 
will not solve our difficulties. So can 
you, reader. And so, of course, can 
everyone. 


* 


WAR, therefore, is not “inevitable” 

"*" while “capitalism” persists. We 
can, of course, freely admit that econo- 
mic conflicts of sufficient gravity are 
usually settled by war; but that is 
because nations choose to do so, not be- 
cause they are bound to do so by some 
law of economics. There is no law in 
economics which determines that eco- 
nomic conflict must be settled by mass- 
murder. 

The reformer, therefore, may choose 
between two ways of getting rid of 
war. He can alter the economic frame- 
work of Europe, or at least of Britain. 
Or he can concentrate on the disparity 
between private and national morality 
and so increase the number of peysons 
who—whatever difficulties they may 
find themselves in—are resolved, as we 
are in the PPU, that mass-murder 
solves no problems. 

This, I think—although there may 
be room for two opinions here—is the 
course favoured by Dick Sheppard. In 
the chapter “Peace Need Not be Dull” 
in We Say “No!” he seems to say that 
we should first abolish war and then 


(Concluding his article 
begun last week) 


pard, if I have fairly interpreted his | 
view, was too simple. But mass- 
murder does not wait for the gradual- 
ist. Long before the hundreds of 
years needed for men .to change en- 
tirely their society and purify their 
hearts have elapsed war will have 
swept away civilization. The long- | 
term policy, without its short-term 
complement, is a counsel of despair. 
* 

WE should be grateful to our spe- 

cialists. Their work is indispens- 
able and it will be valuable if it does 
not obscure the simplicity of pacif- 
ism. We should be grateful to those 
who are trying to lead better lives. 

But we must avoid the despairing 
belief that nothing short of moral 
perfection can defeat war. We should 
be grateful to those who work to im- 
prove the social order. But again we 
cannot wait on their success which 
may be long deferred. 

In India Mr. Gandhi is speaking 
words that are heard and understood 
by millions of common people. His 
triumph is not that he has converted 
them to full comprehension and prac- 


'P.P U. Women’s Section 
PEACE POSSIBILITIES CONFERENCE 


Friends House, Euston Road, 
London, N.W.1. 
Saturday, March 22, at 2.30 p.m. 
Introductory speakers will be: Miss 

Naomi Jacob, Miss Mary Gamble, 
Mrs. Grindley, Mrs. Nan McMillan, 
Dr. Kathleen Rutherford, Madame 
Ambrosova (of Prague), Miss Par- 
vati Kumaramangalam (of India). 
Chairman: Miss Sybil Morrison. 
Women delegates should bring with 


Peace Aims Pamphlets 


HE National Peace Council (39 Victoria 
St., S.W.1) has published three new 
“Peace Aims”? pamphlets (Nos. 4, 5, 6: 7d. 
each post free) which contain the main 
speeches and a brief summary of the discus- 
sions at the Peace Aims Conference held at 
Oxford in January. The most valuable of 
the three is that entitled The Economic Re- 
volution (No. 6) containing first-class con- 
tributions by Wilfred Wellock, Harold Laski 
and P. W. Martin, which every PPU mem- 
ber should read. I also strongly recommend 
*. H. Carr’s address in The Future of In- 
ternational Government (No. 4). 
Essentially, Wellock and Laski and Carr 
are in agreement as to the facts. Laski is 
rather more optimistic than Wellock, how- 
ever: but he insists that unless the class 
struggle is overcome in this country so that 
the full working of parliamentary democracy 
remains possible, the idea of Britain reorgan- 
izing Europe is a fantasy. The political and 
! economic struggle at home will make _ im- 
possible the expenditure of energy on making 


tice of his philosophy, although he 
may hope to leave many disciples, 
but that he has held together this 
multitude of imperfect people in ac- 
tion which, if it has often been im- 


perfect, has turned them away from | 


war to the pursuit of a better world 
by the method of persistent good 
will. 

When we restore to their rightful 
place this simplicity, this faith in the 
common man, and add to it a simi- 
lar ability to lead British people in 
the problems that immediately con- 
front them, we shall, I suggest, be 
doing our main work as pacifists, and 
pursuing a good which will not be 


u new Europe. And in Laski's view, as in 
| Wellock’s, there is no real evidence that the 


foundations of a new economic and _ social 
order are being laid at home. A peaceful 
social revolution at home, dislodging the 


stranglehold of the property-right, is the ne- 
cessary condition of there being any sub- 
stance in our profession of fighting for liberty 
and democracy. 

It seems to me—as it does ta Wellock-— 
that the chances of this peaceful revolution 
are remote. Great economic changes are tak- | 
ing place; but by reason of our basic inertia, | 
which is content with the absence of vision 
in our leaders and intensified by the virtual 
abeyance of free discussion. these changes 
are in the direction of a half-hearted fascist 
economy, devoid of the revolutionary radi- 
ealism of German National Socialism. How- 
ever, Mr. Martin sees more creative poten- 
tiality in our hurried improvizations than his 
fellow-contributors, or myself. 

J. MIDDLETON MURRY 


JG 


the enemy of the best. ° 
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Toward the 
A. G. M. 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


T is only four weeks to the A.G.M. 
Applications are coming in and a 
note of expectancy is creeping into the 
letters. The general sense of frustra- 
tion and insecurity felt by everyone 
sets nerves on edge and causes tem- 
pers to rise. A longing for relaxation 
and refreshment is common every- 
where. Members of the PPU have had 
a particularly wearing time since last 
year, and Friends House, Euston Road, 
becomes the Mecca and hopes run 
high. 

With the co-operation of the groups, 
the programme has been radically al- 
tered from past years and is much 
more attractive. Three sessions are 


concentrate on removing “poverty and | being set aside for discussions, led by 
ugliness and vice and squalor and | prominent pacifists, the subjects being 


disease.” 
Undoubtedly there are many who 
think that on this matter Dick Shep- 


NEWS OF €.0.5 


JFLOLLOWING the War Office in- 
quiry into the alleged ill-treat- 
ment of conscientious objectors at 
Dingle Vale, an officer and six NCOs 
are to be court-martialled on Monday 
(Mar. 24) at Liverpool. | 
* 


The Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors 
will hold a national conference from April 11 
to 13, in the Friends’ Meeting House, Mail 
Rd., Hammersmith. London, W.6. Copies of 
the report, resolutions, and constitution and 
further particulars of the conference may he 
obtained from the secretary, Philip Couldry, 
1 Paper Buildings, Temple, E.C.4. The re- 
port, etc., costs 3d. per copy. 

By a majority of only one vote, Yorkshire 
West Riding County Council decided on 
March 12 to tell their 24 CO employees that 
they must accept leave of absence without 
pay for the duration of the war or be dis- 
missed. 

ADVISORY BUREAUX CHANGES 

Haslemere.—J. F., V. Edwards, 
Tree Ave., Shottermill, Haslemere. 

Hornsey.—C. E. Catford, 160 Muswell Hill 
Rd., N.10. 
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(1) The Meaning of Freedom and how to 
Preserve it. 

(2) Peace Aims and the New Order. 

(3) PPU Policy. 


Each of these discussions will be 
opened and closed by _ selected 
speakers, and at the end of the con- 
ference there will be a summing up of 
the discussions. In this way it is 
hoped that the weekend will be both 
stimulating and inspiring. 

We are facing a year of great per- 
sonal and collective strain. The dis- 
integration that is rapidly going on 
all round us is likely to poison the air 
we breathe unless we can fill our lungs 
with the more bracing air of construc- 
tive pacifism. Academie discussions 
are as useless as destructive criticism. 
Weare inclined to forget that the less- 
known member who seldom appears on 
the surface at AGMs is the most im- 
portant factor in the present situation. 
The chain is as strong as its weakest 


| link and the strength that comes from 


the re-kindling of the spirit is worth 
much more to us as a movement just 
now than the apparent hacking out 
of dead wood. YOU can help to make 


this year’s AGM a success by 
(a) making certain your group ia repre- 
sented by a delegate (“Pooled Fares”) ; 


P NOTES! 


THE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 
1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may he obtained, is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


{b) circularizing the programme to as 
many members as possible and asking them 
to attend; 

(ce) coming yourself and contributing to 
the pooling of constructive ideas. 


We have to create the will to peace 
by our willingness to accept the sacri- 
fices involved. Only by a spirit of 
unity and friendship can this be 
achieved. The task is not beyond us, 
but it will take all our strength. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Grantham.—After a lapse of several months, 
owing to blackout conditions and the scattered 
addresses of some of the members, the local 
PPU group held a highly interesting meeting 
on March 1. The difficulty of finding a suit- 
able room, sufficiently central, has now been 
solved by the kind offer from one of the 
members to allow the group to meet in her 
flat. Two of the members had come 15 miles 
and another 34 miles, and there was a sense 
of confident thrill in getting together in fel- ; 
lowship once more. The group intends to meet 
monthly in future. 

Methods and ideas were discussed as to how 
Peace News could be circulated more effec- 
tively, and among other suggestions given | 
three of the members offered to subsidize five 
copies to be distributed to likely people for | 
a month together with a covering letter. Two | 
other new readers were adde ] 

A stimulating discussion ensued on the cir- 
cular, “Christianity Calling,”” which promises 
real constructive work in the interests of world 
peace. The Forward Movement pamphlet by 
David Spreckley, The Way to Peace, was dis- 
tributed and is to form the basis of discussion 
at future meetings. 


Tavistock.—This small group meeta every 
Saturday in a private house. All the male 
members are now exempted, one after another 
appealing against non-combatant duties. 


Meetings usually begin with an American 
tea, followed by a prepared paper and discus- 
sion. March 22, the first anniversary of the 
group, will be celebrated by a musica] evening. 
New members or Iocal pacifists should get in 
touch with Walter Walkley, Hatch Mill Farm, 
Buckland, near Yelverton, Devon. 

Cranbrook.—-After the bad weather, making 
travelling so difficult, the group is again meet- 
ing regularly once a fortnight. They aban- 


them a slip on which their name 
and address and the group or or- 
ganization to which they belong gre 
clearly written. Tickets for dele- 
gates will not be issued. The dele 
gate’s fee of 1s. will be payable at 
the door. 
Admission to the public by leaflet pro- 
curable from Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 
JN a recent broadeast Mr. J. B. 

Priest'ey said to women: ‘‘To the 
average feminine mind the whole 
thing” (the war) “is repulsive lunacy, 
about as sensible and satisfactory as 
introducing a man-eating tiger into a 
birthday party. And if you all said: 
‘Well, this comes of leaving things to 
men to settle, and we’ve had enough 
of this rubbish,’ I wouldn’t blame you.” 

This is an over-simplification, of 
course! Even if women believed that 
war was the result of leaving things 
to men (and some do!) they would not 
get very much farther by merely say- 
ing they have had enough of it. If 
men have made a muddle of things, 
we must share the blame, because we 
have not -realized and not sufficiently 
accepted our responsibilities as citi- 
zens of our country. 

This conference is to be a _ pre- 
liminary exploration, a seeking for the 
way toward peace. It is hoped that 
it will be only the first of a series, and 
with that end in view the introductory 
speakers have been chosen for their 
representative nature. We have a 
doctor, a teacher, a guildswoman, a 
Czeckoslovakian, an Indian student, 
and an authoress. 

It is believed that women have a 
good deal of experience in finding a 
way out of the muddle into which men 
get themselves! If this is so, never 
has there been a greater need for that 
particular talent to be exercised. We 
must put our heads together; we must 
not be daunted or turned aside in our 
search for the way; we must, in fact, 
not only “go to it,’ but “keep at it”! 

SYBIL MORRISON 
A Message for the Conference from 

RUTH FRY :— 

When I was in Geneva in 1926, at 
the time of the tragic delay in Ger- 
many’s entry into the League of Na- 
tions, Dr. Notobe, the Japanese Assist- 
ant Secretary General, told me that 
an American expert adviser reported 
on his visit that finance would save 
Europe. By his third visit he had 
changed his mind, and found that the 
necessary cure was spiritual regenera- 
tion. ? 

Fifteen years have passed, and that 
cure has never been administered, yet 
it is more urgently needed than ever. 

This is woman’s great responsibility. 
Women know the power of spiritual 
forces, and that they alone can over- 
come physical evils. They know how 
Love enchains, how Hatred disinteg- 
rates, how Mercy endears. They know 
that no true home ean be run on sel- 
fishness and cruelty, but that all are 
members one of another and must con- 
tribute their share to the common 
good. 

If women of all nations could be in- 
spired to work for the building of the 
world community based on the divine 
laws of loving, giving and serving, in 
order to co-operate for the common 
good, the conquest of the dragon of 
war would be in sight. So, in these 
tragic days, without waiting for 
others to begin, let us take courage 
by giving ourselves to this great eru- 
sade. We must refuse to be daunted 
by the difficulties, and fix our eyes only 
on this great vision of the future, con- 
vineed that this, the only worth-while 
victory, CAN and WILL be won. 
COMPULSORY EOE CriON The Wo- 

men’s Committee expects to be in possession 
of the Regulations this week. Sybil Morri- 
son will attend the all-women’s debate in 
the House, and a statement will be got owt 
for the guidance of our members immedi- 
ately. 


doned the study of non-violence and wandered 
somewhat in a scattered variety of subjects 
for discussion, but came to the conclusion at 
the last group meeting that they had gained 
far more help during the time that they had 
made non-violence (as put forward by Gregg) 
their subject of regular study, and they de- 
cided to return to this inexhaustible subject 
at their next group meeting. The group have 
recently sent £1 to PPU Headquarters. Six 
copies of Peace News are taken regularly. 

Dover.—There will be a special meeting on 
Sunday (March 23) at 4 p.m. at Wynyatts, 
Whitfield, Dover, to meet the Rev. ©. Paul 
Gliddon, of the FoR. With regard to the 
recent arrangements made between the 
PPU and FoR, it may interest readers 
to know that the group has been a 
joint one for the past three years and wel- 
comes the new step forward by the respec- 
tive headquarters. 
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LETTERS to the EDITOR 
WAR FOR EVER? 


IN the issue of The Friend of Jan. 

3 the Editor writes, under the 
heading “The Foundations of Peace 
—and Hope”:— 

“We who hold the position of 
Christian pacifists have to remem- 
ber that we have more fundamen- 
tally in common with our fellow- 
Christians who reluctantly support 
the war method than we have with 
some other workers for a new 
order who repudiate Christianity. 
We must not, of course, pharisai- 
eally withdraw our skirts from the 
latter, for there is much we can 
and must do in common, but if we 
believe that an enduring new order 
must have a Christian foundation, 
neither then must we hesitate to 
co-operate with our fellow Chris- 
tians who may differ from us in 
the matter of war.’ 

The extant official testimony of 
the Society of Friends with regard 
to war is:— 

“We feel bound explicitly to 
avow our continued unshaken per- 
suasion that all war is utterly in- 
compatible with the plain precepts 
of our Divine Lord and Lawgiver, 
and with the whole spirit and tenor 
of his Gospel; and that no plea of 
necessity or of policy, however ur- 
gent or peculiar, can avail to re- 
lease either individuals or nations 
from the paramount allegiance 
which they owe unto him who hath 
said, ‘Love your enemies’.” 

CHAS. W. D. NEWMAN 
Beechcroft, Chalford, 
Stroud. 


Agricultural Policy 


I nm very glad to read Observer’s para- 
graph on agricultural policy in Peace News 
(Mar. 7). If, as he saya, “the discussion (in 
the Sunday Times) shows pretty plainly the 
artificiality of the standards which have come 
to rule British agriculture’. the opportunity 
is given to pacifists, particularly those in 
agricultural communities. to do a constructive 
niece of work by changing those standards. 

The maintenance of soil fertility is funda- 
mental to a sound agricultural policy. Tf 
Sir Albert Howard is right. and I believe he 
ia, the principal means to the making of fer- 
tile soil are the use of comnosted material 


and the avoidance of artificial manures. 
Health —plant, animal, and human—is 
directly related to soil fertility. Disease is 
an indication of wrong conditions, and to 


concentrate on the disease oe not the cause 
is superficial. This should be readily accept- 


able to pacifist thinking. 
May I recommend Lord Northbourne’s book 


Look to the Land. 
FRED HOUSE 


Land Units’ Needs 


Doubtless your readers will be interested 
to know that the demand for labour on the 
fand is now so great that the Christian Paci- 
fist Forestry and Land Units Office (First 
floor, Kingsway Hall, W.C.2) is able ta place 
conscientious objectors in work- very quickly. 
policy of placing men 


Beck Allans, Grasmere. 


Still) pursuing its ‘J n 
together in Units, the committee is taking 
nver a number of hostels which serve the 


purpose of maintaining and developing a life 
in fellowship. There ix, however, one urgent 
need—the shortage of certain necessities such 
nua rugs, blankets, kitchen equipment. and 
furniture generally. 
The need is really 


readers could help either 
requirements or by making «a 


cash, such comradely assistance 
greatly appreciated. 
(Rev.) HENRY CARTER 


and if any 


urgent, 


in 
be 


donation 
would 


AAA A PAA 


The Labour 
Pacifist Fellowship 


Annual Members’ Meeting 
Friends House. Euston Rd., London, 
Saturday, March 29, 2.15 p.m. 


All members urged to attend. 

Limited number of visitors’ 

available from the Secretary, 
36 Reigate Hill, Reigate. 


All PPU members should have our 


pamphlet 


Should Pacifists Stay 
in the Labour Party ? 


by Dr. A. D. Belden. 
from above address. 


PAV OVWV VU FV 


ee 
C A. BROCK & Co, Ltd 
463 HARROW Rd, LONDON, W.I0 
For“all Printing & 
Stationery 


Mall Orders a Speciality 


by supplying the. 


tickets 


2d. post free 


DAA 


OUR SPRING 


CAMPAIGN 


HE campaign to bring the sales of Peace News up to 20,000, 
which I foreshadowed in these notes some weeks ago, will 


begin the week after next 
I am quite certain that by the en 


salers’ ban—we shall achieve that object. 
but restrictions on paper supplies forbid; but we can secure more than 20,000 


readers for the 20,000 copies, if 
pacifists will make arrangements 
to share copies each week, and 


thus release some for new readers. 

No-one knows better than I do the 
amount of work on the part of distri- 
butors and readers which has re- 
sulted in a circulation during the 
past few weeks of over 18,000 copies. 
The purpose of this campaign is to 
accelerate that slow but steady rise 
in circulation, and to provide groups 
with some assistance in seeking new 
readers. 


2 A paper on 
PLANS AT A GLANCE boards one often finds outside news- 
Here, then, are brief points about agents and other retail shops— 


the campaign; if you can help, I will 


d of May—anniversary of the whole- 
It is a pity we cannot aim higher, 


JOHN W. COWLING’S 
Notes 


anticipate such a rush to take advant- 
age of it that we shall have to ration 
the extra copies.) 

Advertising Cards have been 
printed (posteard size) with suitable 
slogans and a space for details of 
where to obtain Peace News locally. 
They will be useful for advertising 
the the advertisement 


——Circulation 


though their use need not be limited 


Each pamphlet, 2d. 


March issue now selling. 
the British Commonwealth and 
States; 
wealth and war by Rev. H. J. Adlard; story 
of Stalinism and Fascism; 


and Vicar of Woburn; 


Illustrated 


February issue had big circulation and went 
right out of print. 


By The 


DUKE OF BEDFORD 


Two Pamphlets for Thoughtful 
Citizens 


Parliament and Peace 
An Analysis of the I.L.P. Debate in the 
House of Commons. 


Are Socialists Right ? 


An examination of some criticisms of the 
Capitalist System. 


Post Free, 3d. 


, 


THE WORD 


Edited by GUY A. ALDRED. 

Stories of CO.s in 
the United 
Tribunal reports; sermon against 
War Zig and 
review 1813; Duke of Bedford 
poem by Duke of 
Bedford on liberty and power. 


Good Paper. 12 pages. 


Peace Zag; 


Let us see if we can 


maintain this record. 
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people a specimen copy of Peace 
News. But the leaflet will be useful 
for distribution in many other ways, 
and a specimen copy will be sent to 
anyone asking for more details of 
the campaign. The price is 3s. 6d. 
per thousand, or 6d. per 100 (below 
cost price, in fact). 

Cheap supplies: Commencing with 
the issue after next (April 4), we will 
supply extra quantities of Peace 
News—i.e., above groups’ normal 
requirements—at half-nrice. 9d. per 
dozen. This offer. which will remain 
in force until further notice, will re- 
duce considerably the cost of giving 
specimen copies to sympathizers. (1 


Why not try - Peace? 


(Continued from page 1.) 
And is it so certain that the German 
people, enjoying the advantages that 
a just peace would confer upon them, 
would wish to go to war again, or 
could even be made to do so even if 
Hitler endeavoured to force them? 


I doubt it. 
* 


Q! course, if we accept the view, 
~ go eloquently expounded by Sir 
Robert Vansittart and others, that 
the German people are a race pos- 
sessed of an additional dose of ori- 
ginal sin as compared with other 
races; that they are a_ criminal 
people, bent only upon war and the 
destruction of their weaker neigh- 
bours. then all our efforts for peace 


y 


the campaign. What is yours to be? 
Don't forget that there are still ten 
or twelve thousand people who read 
this paper regularly until last May, 
but who probably haven’t seen it 
since. 

If you can help us to find them, or 
to find entirely new readers, and if 
you (or your group leader) haven’t 
received full details of this campaign, 
write to me for them without delay. 


Bedford, Strickland, Aldred. Includes all 


; new pamphlets. 
List of Books: Post free, 2d. History of all 
publications issued. 


Order now from 


The Strickland Press 


104, George St., Glasgow, C.1. 
Open daily (except Sunday), 9.30 a.m.—6 p.m. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Latest time for copy is now 
MONDAY 


PLEASE REMEM3ER THAT POSTS 
ARE LIABLE TO DELAY 


ACCOMMODATION 


BACHELOR offers home in modernized 
country cottage (Beds.) to another young man; 
references exchanged. Box 709, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

HOUSE or cottage wanted, furnished or 1n- 
furnished, in North Wales district for pacifist 
couple. Box 713, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

QUIET country home mid-Devon offered edu- 
cated married couple exempt or over age, re- 
turn for domestic duties and care garden. 
Box 708, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

SURREY RESTING PLACE. Delightfully 
quiet, sunny house in beautiful grounds, stand- 
ing high in lovely country, offers friendly ac- 
commodation, long or short periods; house 
lent, services given, making very moderate 
terms possible: full hoard and accommodation, 


| will be at naught and doomed to] day 3s. 6d... week 21s. 121 WLimpsfield Rd.. 
failure. Sanderstead. CGoTE are 
i 70 shave aes wis YOUNG PACIFIST COUPLE contemnlat- 

But if we believe these efforts to ine running small guest house in North Wees 


stir up hatred are based upon con- 
tortion of fact and distortion of his- 
tory, then there is every hope that 


a sincere seeking after peace on our’) 


part would not be in vain. TI believe 
‘it to be much nearer the truth that 
the German people as a whole detest 
this war as much as we do, and just 
as sincerely long to see it ended. 

I believe that a genuine offer of 
peace from this side would meet with 
a response from the German people 
which would be astonishing. When 
so much is at stake — nothing less 
than the future of European civiliza- 
tion—it is surely worth trying. 


About 300 refugee doctors and some seventy 
dentists have been allowed to practise in this 
country, after obtaining British medical quali- 
fications, and a number of industrial under- 


emvloying thousands of British subjects. 
British subject having either lost employment 
or been deprived of the opportunity of it as a 
result of the employment of refugees. 
‘and other facts showing the important con- 
tribution which refugees are making to the 
life of this country are revealed in a Jenflet 
ontitled The Refugees Have Proved Their 
Worth, which has been issued by the Christian 


Council for Refugees from Germany and Cen- 


tral Europe, Bloomsbury House, 
W.C.1. Copies may be obtained free from that 
address. 


takings have been started by refugees. who are 
no 


These; 


London, | 


wish to hear from fellow pacifists who are 
interested. Bax 712, Peace News. 3 Blackstack 
Rd... N. 4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


ANGLICANS or others with Evangelical 

Catholic outlook, send stamp for details of , 

community; ultimate aim land and. crafts 
; scheme: daily Mass: Reservation. Box 680, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

FREE Surveyor’s services to communities. 
Farms surveyed; buildings, alterations, repairs 
supervised, plans prepared; valuations’ (quali- 
fied). Box 707. Peace News. 3 Blackstock Rd., 

4 


PACIFIST desires agricultural, forestry, or 
similar work, Scotland, Fifeshire, Perthshire, 
surronnding counties preferred. 

Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

VACANCIES for pacifists desiring agricul- 
tural work; living expenses only provided; 
community life based on fellowship and hard 
work. Write, Barnett, Digswell, 
Herts. 


pilage, preferably West of England. Box 705, 


Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


MEETINGS 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION. A public meet- 
ing will be held at 2.45 p.m., Sunday, March 
30, in the Friends’ Meeting House, York; 
Stuart Morris will speak on ‘What is a auc- 
cessful issue to the war?"; chairman, John A. 


Hughes. . 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
DOMESTIC post in congenial home, Man- 
chester district, offered to C.0.’s wife (or 


A Public Meeting 


“WOMEN and CONSCRIPTION” 
Chairman: Ethel Mannin. 
Speakers from: 

The Independent Labour Party 
The Women's Co-op. Guilds 


The Forward Movement. P.P.U. 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1 


Sunday, March 30, at 3.0 p.m. 
Admission Free. 


two friends), child not objected to: capable 
and willing to work; all duties, including plain 
| eoaking. Box 704, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd, N.4. 

REQUIRED, young mother's help for boy of 


| ligious Society of Friends, 


Box 706, | 


Welwyn, 


YOUNG PACIFIST desires horticultural pu- | 


fond of 


SITUATIONS VACANT (Contd.) 
TWO lorry drivers wanted for West Coun- 
try provender mills; need to be reasonably 
strong, adaptable, and keen; accommodation 
difficult for married men, but possible at a 
few miles distant; rest of staff unbiased. Box 
703, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
WANTED, for International Voluntary Ser- 
vice for Peace mobile canteens in West Ham. 
full-time volunteer drivers or mechanics. Ap- 
ply Tunmarsh Lane Deaf School, Plaistow. 
E.13 (Grangewood 1384). 
WANTED, Handyman, 
ance, or would train one, Cross, Jobbing 


Builder, 4 Moorfield Rd., Cowley, Uxbridge. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 

CAPABLE, intelligent woman, age 41, good 
cook, desires post as housekeeper in pacifist 
family, widower preferred; country, farm, or 
small town, not near London. Box 710, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST, 26, refusing non-combatant, re- 
quires work, preferably clerical, locally or 
London. Badrick, 140 Whielden St., Amer- 
sham, Bucks. 

REFINED, homely person, 49 seeks post as 
housekeeper to widower in Hertford. Box 694. 
Peace News, 3 Blackstuck Rd., N.4. 

WOMAN wants afternoon or evening work 
North London. Box 702, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


"WHERE TO STAY 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform; Veg- 
etarian Guest House; alt. 600ft; for happy 
holiday or restful recuperation: central 
heating, h. and c. water in bedrooms. A. and 
K. §. Ludlow. The Briars, Crich, Matlock. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
CYCLES. Britain's best at £7 5s., carriage 
paid; every necessary accessory; even to cyclo- 


Building mainten- 


meter. Made bv over 41 years’ established 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 
QUAKERISM.  I[nfurmation and literature 


respecting the Frith and Practice of the Re 
free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee. 
Friends House, Kustun Road, London. N.W.1 

SUSSEX Socialists invited join I.L.P., par- 
ticularly Brighton, Worthing. Contact Jef- 


kins, 72 Hollingbury Road, Brighton. 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial Publishing & Advertisement 
Office: (Please specify department) 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-8 


Subscription Rates: 
Home: Quarterly, 3s 3d Yearly 12s 6d 
Abroad: Quarterly, 2s 9d Yearly 10s 6d 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
Newa itself ia necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
leas does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of sny views expressed or 
‘mplied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised.) Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment ia made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
aide only of the paper should be used. They 
| may not be returned unless a atamped 
addressed envelope ia enclosed, nor can We 
undertake to acknowledge al! correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage 


Latest time for 


'9: cheerful and even temperament: . - 
Pecunia a ay weekly. Howell, 15 St Displayed Advertisements 
| ate St., Gloucester. 

SERVICE in small, sympathetic, modern FIRST POST Monday 
! household: husband gvorking locally may live | 


in; friendly co-operation; sitting-room ; 
| rons Rugby. 
stock Rd.. N.4. 
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